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Wlnited . Diafes Denafe
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310
’ Maxeh 21, 2002
The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
Dear Mr, President:

As you prepare for your meeling with President Toledo in Lima on March 23, we beliave
that the time has come for the United States to actively work with Pert in clanfying the U.S.
Bovernment’s knowledge of human rights violations and acts of violence in Peru over the last
- two decades. On November 27, 2001, the Perwvian Truth and Reconciliation Commission
officially requested your assistance in obtaining expedited declassification of U.S. documents
relating to these issyes,

Peru has recently lived through a dramatic period of political turmoi} and transformation,
wcluding President Alberto Fujimori’s resignation in November 2000, Viadimirc Montesinos’s
arrest due to corruption scandals, and the free and fair election of President Alejandro Toledo in
2001,

A critical part of the democratic reform process in Peru was the establishment of g Truth
and Reconciliation Commission to consider human rights violations comumitted by govermment
secutity forces and armed insurgency Eroups over the past 20 years. Transition President
Valentin Pariegua signed decree 065-2001 PCM establishing the Truth Commission an June 4,
2001. President Toledo affirmed his commitment to support the Truih Commission by signing
decroe 1012001 PCM o September 4, 2001.

We believe the consolidation of demmocracy wn Peru is key to US national SECUrity
- interests uot only in Peru but throughout the region, We also feel the United States government

has an obligation 1o provide the most complete public accounting possible of what US agencies -
know abowt human rights violations in Pems and about the role of both the Peyuvian security
forces and insurgent groups in these abuses. O June 25, 2001, the U.S. Senate approved
Resolution 107, which calied on the United States Government to cooperate fully with the
Peruvian Government to brin £ 10 justice former Peruvian officials involved in... illicit activities.
Agencies of the U.S. government have begun assisting Peruviag investigations, including the
January 7, 2002 release by the U.S, State Department of 38 declassified documents in response to
4 request from the Peruviag Congress’s Townsend Commission mvestigating Viadimiro
Montesinos. We comumend this sapport that your admisigtration has already given to the
consolidation of democracy in Pern and petition its continnation. -

In the past, the U.S. government has provided important financial assistance 1o wuth ‘
comumissions in Latin America. [t has also lent support by coordinating expedited inieragency
declassification reviews and providing declassified information for Truth Commissions in both
El Salvador and Guatemala, These specia] efforts, which avoided the time-consuming process
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mandated by the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), helped provide critical information on
human rights violations in 2 timely manner, which significantly aided the work of these
cormmissions. Authorizing an expedited interagency declassification review in vesponse to the
Peruvian Commiission’s request would therefore be consistent with prior U.S. practices and U.S.
policies supporting the consolidation of democracy, human rights and peace in Latin America,
We urge you to direct the establishment of an expedited interagency process that would search
for and reviaw all S government records pertaining to the hwman 1 ghts cases specified by the
Peruvian Truth and Reconciliation Commission, which the Commission will sool determine.

-
We believe the material reviewsd for declassification should include but vot be limited to
diplomatic cables, embassy reporting, intelligenca agency reporting, finished policy and
intclligence docurnents, andio and video tapes, clectronic messages and other computer records.
We ask that the agencies required to revicw the documents inclode the NSC, CIA, Department of
Defense, State Department, Justice Department and the National Archives and Records

Our objective in making this request is to assist the Peruvian people in the process of
veconciliation and consolidation of demnocracy that they have so courageously undertaken. That
Process requires that the facts be known and acknowledged so that these crimes will aever be
repeated. The United States govemmeni, as a friend of the Peryvian people, should do everything
possible to make this infarmation quickly available in Support of the Peruvian Truth apd
Reconciliation Commission, so that jt has sufficient time to review and incogporate the material
into its findings (which must be presented by mid-2003.)

We uppreciate your consideration of our request and look forward to working with you.

Sincerely, \< 3
7‘ © Patrick J. Leahy E Ciin cr Rt

United Stat: nator United States Senator

Paul Wellstone
‘Chnited States Senator

M“_,
Robert rricelli
United States Senator ’




